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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, &. 


T is propoſed to arrange the Obſeryations which have been 
collected regarding the preſent ftate of the Ruſſian Empire, 
under the following general heads. — 1. Of the Character and 

Manners of the Ruſſians. —2. Of the Government of Ruſſia. — 
3. Of its political fituation and circumſtances. —4. Of the ſyſtem 
it has purſued, and its views of farther aggrandizement, — 5, Of 
its late acquiſitions, the Crimea and the Kuban, — 6. Of its ac- 
ceſſion to the Armed Neutrality, — 7. Of the Imperial Family, 

— 8, Of the Principal Miniſters.—9. Of the Foreign Miniſters 
at the Court of Peterſburgh. — 10. Of the conduct which Great 
Britain ought to obſerve in regard to Ruſſia; together with ſome 


concluding Obſervations on the political advanta; ges and diſad- 
vantages of that Empire. 
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SECTION I. 


Of the Character and Manners of the Ruſſians, 


HE Ruſſians are yet far behind the other nations of Europe 

in point of civilization. The nobles who reſide in the coun- 

try, continue as cruel and tyrannical to their peaſants and other 

dependents, as ever. A Counteſs Soltikow, niece to Marechal 

Soltikow, is ſhut up in the monaſtery of | Albakin in Moſ- 
cow, for killing her boors, torturing women, cutting off their 
breaſts, &c. Even their domeſtic ſervants are ſlaves; and where 

they are beſt uſed, are compelled to ſuch tedious attendance, 
waiting for hours every day in the hall of their maſter, without 
daring to open their lips, or to utter a ſingle word, that to a per- 


1. 


fon of any. feeling, no life could be more unſupportable. 3 


. 2 
All over Ruſſia, but particularly in the towns of Moſcow and 
Peterſburgh, the greateſt luxury prevails. They think nothing 
of deſtroying a whole field of barley, in order to procure, a ſin- 
gle diſh of green grain, of which they are very fond. At the 
commencement of the ſeaſon, they will ſometimes give 100 ru- 
bles, or about L. 17, 10 8. Sterling, for a ferlet, or ſmall ſturgeon, 
about the ſize of a cod. Oyſters will fetch, when they firſt ar- 
rive, a ruble, or 3s. 6d. per dozen; and it is ſaid that the 
Pruſſians might eſtabliſh a th intereſt at the Court 


of Peterſburgh, by contriving the means of ſupplying it ear- 
lier with that favourite article, 


The 


1 

. 

The whole winter at Peterſburgh is one continued ſcene of 
diſſipation, but ſo very uniform, that it becomes quite tire- 
ſome and diſguſting. Foreigners are well received there, 
and a perſon who has the talent of enabling them to paſs 
their long winter of ſeven months with as little ennui as poſſible, 
may do any thing in Ruſſia. They play much at cards, bil- 
liards, cheſs, &c.; and ſometimes very deep. They cheat when 


they have an opportunity, and borrow money without ceremony, 
and without any idea of repayment. The Ruſſians ſeem to hate 


one another cordially, and to take a pleaſure in expoſing their 
mutual failings to ſtrangers. The courtiers affect a mixture of 
the French and. Engliſh manners; but are cringing and treache- 
rous to the higheſt degree. In the country there are ſome reſpectable 
characters, but miſerably tinctured by the vices of their education, 
which i is in general very wretched, Take it all in all, Ruſſia has 
not been improperly compared to an ape on the back of a ty- 
ger, or to their own houſes. at Peterſburgh, which, without, are 
well plaſtered, and have a handſome enough ' appearance, bur 
within, are made up of bad bricks, and other miſerable mate- 


rials. 


The common people in Ruſſia ſtill wear their beards and their 
old dreſs, which reſembles the Aſiatic. Of late, high-crowned 
hats have become very common, and having no pockets, they 
put their handkerchiefs, (which ſhould be there called Bat, 
and not poctet handkerchiefs), in the crown of their hats. They 
are uncleanly in the extreme; and having no linen, and never 
changing their cloaths, even when they ſleep, are in the higheſt 
degree offenſive. They are very fond of being intoxicared ; but 
it is very remarkable, are always good-humoured in their cups, 
and hardly ever quarrelſome. They are very ſuperſtitious ; never 
paſs a church without making the ſign of a croſs, a cuſtom which 
B they 
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they regularly obſerve, even in Moſcow, where there are about 
1000 churches. They are very deficient in point of invention, 
but will imitate any thing, and will come very near, if not equal 
the original they were ordered to copy. Many of the Ruſſian 
nobles, like the old ſenators of Rome, employ their ſlaves, or 
peaſants in different manufactures, and ſell the produce of their 
induſtry at Moſcow and Peterſburgh. 


8:3 02; I 
Of the Government of Ruſſia. 


NOching can be concei ved more deſpotic than the government 
of Ruſſia. The court intereſts itſelf in every thing, in mar- 
riages, in law-fuits, i in the purchaſe of eſtates, &c. When a will is 
made, the teſtator muſt endeavour to procure the ſanction and con- 
firmation of the court, without which it would never be effectual. 
The knout has ſtill a great influence over the people, of which the 
following ſt ory is a proof, In the winter of the year 1785, ſome 
very ſmart lines were written, ridiculing the foreign miniſters at 
Peterſburgh, to the great amuſement of the Empreſs, and of the 
whole court. This encoura ged the author to write ſome additional 
verſes, in which the Empreſs herſelf was not ſpared. The libel, 
as it was called, was immediately ordered to be burnt, with a 
knout, by the common executioner : A hint which ſoon put an 
effectual end to the paſquinades of Peterſburgh. But as the na- 
ture of the Ruſſian government can be known from ſo many print- 
ed volumes, it is needleſs to dwell upon it here. 
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8. GI III. 


Of the Political Situation of Ruſſia. 


TEX following, as well as I could learn from various authen- 
tic quarters, was, in the year 1786, the real political ſtate 
of the Ruſſian Empire. ' 


Its population, including its Tartarian and Poliſh ſubjects, was 
little ſhort of 25 millions, and it might have. about 20 millions 
of effective ſubjects, in a military and financial view. 


Anno 1783, its foreign commerce was as follows: 
| h Rubles, Copecks. 
Exports by fea, -> = = © = 19,8 15.318, 11+ 
Exports by land to Poland, Turky, China, 43,688,313, 472 


23,593,031, 59 * 


Imports by ſea, 14,809,112, wT : 
Imports by land, 4,442,364, 1675 19,251,470, 547 


I | 


Balance, 4, 25 2 ) 5 5 * 


Which, at fix rubles to the guinea, is above L. 700.000 Ster- 
ling. The quantity of ſpecie imported that year amounted to 
R. 2,808,131, 40 c. or about L. 470,000 Sterling, the whole of 
which, with the exception of 164, 408 rubles, were imported into 
Riga, and is a ſufficient proof of the importance of that town, 


and 
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and of the province of Livonia, to the Ruſſian Empire The 
number of ſhips that arrived, or, according to our technical 
phraſe, that entered inwards, that year, amounted to 2637, of 
which 587 were Britiſh. Very regular accounts are annually 
drawn up of the Ruſſian commerce; but ſuch is the extent of the 
empire, that they are two years behind hand; and, anno 1786, 
the lateſt account I could find was for the year 1783. 


The eſtabliſhment of the army is about 450,000 men, inclu- 
ding 100,000 Coſſacks, and other irregular troops, Anno 1786, 
there were above 30,000 deficient, But the non- effecti ves, in a 
government like Ruſſia, are ſoon ſupplied. Each proprietor of 
land, in proportion to the number of his peaſants, is obliged to 
furniſh, on the ſhorteſt notice, one or more. The landlord muſt 
pitch upon the ſtouteſt, and the fitteſt for ſervice; and to pre- 
vent deſertion, he immediately ſhaves his beard, and cuts his hair 
ſhort, in the military form; after which no perſon will dare to 
e or pur him. 


The ſoldiers pay 1s n. and is principally paid in grain, 
each individual receiving a certain quantity of buck-wheat, ſuffi- 
cient for his maintenance, which he boils, and eats without 
further preparation. It is ſo very nouriſhing a diet, that a ſimi- 
lar plan ſhould be tried in our army and navy, particularly on 
foreign ſervice. 


Their troops, both horſe and foot, are in very good or- 
der, particularly the common men, who are very hardy, feed 
very plain, can drink the puddle of a ditch, and are accuſtomed 
to ſleep upon benches with their cloaths on, the peaſants having 
no beds in Ruſſia, 1 ſhould imagine, at the ſame time, that 
ſome diſorder would be apt to break out in a Ruſſian army, in 


the 
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the courſe of a long campaign, from the uncleanlineſs of the peo- 
ple, particularly if they were deprived of their hot baths, ſo ne- 
ceſfary, even in their own houſes, for their health. The Ruſſian 
officers are in general much inferior to the common ſoldiers; but 
there are many German, and a few Britiſh officers, in the ſer- 
vice; and the Empreſs is training up a number of young ca- 
dets, the children of the nobility, to the military profeſhion. 


Their artillery alone amounts to about. 30,000 men, and their 
arſenals are full; and knowing how much depends upon artillery, 
in modern warfare, there are 300 cadets annually bred up to be 
regular engineers. 


One great advantage which Ruſſia poſſeſſes in a military view, 
is the cheapneſs and abundance of ſaltpetre, and conſequently 
of gun-powder. The faltpetre is principally collected in the 
Ukraine, and the neighbouring provinces. They burn beech- 
wood, ſpread the aſhes upon old encampments, which attract 
ſaltpetre, and which is eaſily ſeparated. During the American 
war, they began to export gun- poder and ſaltpetre. The latter 
is reckoned by far the D and beſt of any made in Eu- 
rope. 


Their fire-arms are very bad, and 1000 men are never exerci- 
ſed without two or three muſkets burſting, and killing or wound- 
ing fome of their men. 


Their fleet is formidable. The number of their line- of- battle 
ſhips, in the Baltic, and at Archangel, built, building, and re- 
pairing, are about forty; of which, however, not above twenty- 
five are actually fit for ſervice, 


C All 
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All together it is propoſed to keep up fifty ſail of the line in 
the northern ſeas; of which eight ſail are to mount 100 guns 
each: A very abſurd idea, conſidering how difficult it is to 
get ſuch veſſels down the Baltic, and particularly 1 the 
Sound. 


The number of ſeamen for the Baltic alone, according to the 
eſtabliſhment ſigned by the Grand Duke, as Lord 8 Admiral, 


for tlie year 1786, was as follows. 


| | Number. 

The Officers and ſeamen, oo. 5 13,00 

Marines, — — 5 | 4,000 

Artillery, - - 4 - = _ 3,200 

Galleys, 8 „% ! Mew I 
Total, 22,000 


They employ ſome Engliſh builders, but are training up Ruſ- 
fans to that profeſſion; one in particular, who follows the foot- 
ſteps of the moſt experienced of the Engliſh builders, attempting 
one week to perform, what the other executed the preceding. 
They have got, from the indulgence given to the Ruſſians as our 
allies and friends, every naval machine invented by us; a favour 
which they miſerably abuſe, as they give to every other nation 
the ſame advantage; and even the French officers who were at 
Cronſtadt, anno 1786, obtained without difficulty the Engliſh mode 

of making blocks, which they had often endeavoured to U 
in vain from Great Britain. 


They build cheap; ; but ſome of their ſhips are only er; and 
even their oak, which comes from Caſan, does not laſt above ten 
years, 


Gu 


years, conſequently nothing but perpetual attention can keep up 
their navy. The gradation of oak, in point of endurance, is 
as follows: 179 X 


Years, 
The Ruſſian and American may laſt about - 10 
The French, Poliſh, and German, about - 15 
The beſt Daniſh and Swediſh, about — - 20 
The common Engliſh, about - - — 26 


But the beſt Engliſh will hold out 40 or 50 years. 


In the courſe of the year 1787, they propoſed to have in the 
Black Sea the following fleet: One 74 gun ſhip, two 64, and fif- 
teen 50 gun-ſhips, beſides frigates; and when they were ready, 
they propoſed ſending ſome of their beſt ſailors from Peterſ- 
burgh to man them, 


Their naval officers, for want of practice, are very indifferent 
practical ſeamen. But they know more of the theory of their 
profeſſion than even the Engliſh; and as hardly any of the Bri= 
tiſh officers who go into their ſervice, can ſtand the teſt of a 
Ruſſian examination, and the queſtions uſually put to thoſe who 
ſtand candidates for promotion, it has. been found neceſſary. to 
ſubmit the juſtice of their pretenſions entirely to. Admiral Greig's 

. judgement and diſcretion, | | 


Both the army and navy are much injured, by a regulation: 
which permits ſuch as have the rank of major to retire from. 
the ſervice, The Ruſſians are ſo fond of a country life, particu- 
larly as it gives them an opportunity of acting the deſpot, and 
. tyrannizing over their peaſants, that almoſt all of them who 
have eſtates, quit the army and navy as ſoon. as they can, and 


. retire into the country, 
In: 
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Bur fo docile are the Ruſſian peafantry, that, as Admiral Greig 


( 12 ) 
In regard to the common ſailors, they are moſtly inland people. 


aſſured me, in twelve months, he could make a Ruſhan who 
had never ſeen the ſea, a very tolerable ſailor. Their courage 
and intrepedity, both by ſea and land, cannot be doubted; and 
were they properly officered, they have ſpirit enough for any 
thing. According to the Princeſs Daſchkow, Scotch officers, 
and Ruſſian ſoldiers, would conquer the univerſe. Their armies 
would then unite, what the troops of Great Britain are diſtin- 
guiſhed for, the active ſpirit” of the French, with the cold and 
intrepid firmneſs of a German battalion. 


The Public Revenue amounts to 42 millions of rubles, or ſeven 


millions Sterling. If peace continues, it is likely to increaſe, 


particularly the cuſtoms, and the farm, or monopoly of brandy, 
It is calculated, that the latter branch alone might he brought to 
24 millions of rubles, or four millions Sterling, without inclu- 


ding foreign brandies. I was aſſured that the revenue might be 


raiſed to about eight millions per annum, by proper management, 
and in times of peace; a ſam which it would be very difficult 


for Ruſſia to expend, without the utmoſt extravagance. 


The Public Debt of Ruſſia, anno 1786, did not much exceed three 
millions of rubles, or L. 500,000. It was all due to the Deſmitts 
of Amſterdam, and their friends, who, receiving 5 per cent. for 
their money, (intereſt ſo much better than that of Holland), were 
not very anxious about the repayment of the principal. 


It is ſaid that a treaſure of filver is depoſited in the citadel, a- 
riſing from a certain portion of the produce of the mines of Ner- 
zinſki, which has been annually laid up ſince the middle of the 


reigh of Elizabeth, and never touched. But I doubt it much. 
Among 
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I Among other public reſources,” chere are two of conſiderable 
4 advantage in point of profit. The power aſſumed by govern- 
1 ment, of adulterating the coin, and of iſſuing paper- money to 
4 any amount, and without competition. 
A The number of Bank-notes iſſued ſince the commencement of 
| paper currency in Ruſſia, anno 1768, is as follows: 
4 Amount from 1768 to 1774. 
Value. Number of Notes, Total fum. 
; 25 rubles. 440, 000 I 1,000,000 
: go | 220,000 - I 1,000,000 
f bf gn | 110,000 8,250,000 
I 100 „ 100,000 10,000,000 
| 870,000 40,2 50,000 
; 
| © Re : Amount from 1774 to 1783. 
b Value. | Number of Notes. Total ſum. 
25 rubles, 510,000 12,750,000 
50 — ,, 7 17,000,000 
100 — | , - 210,000 221, ooo, ooo 
1,000,000 50,750,000 
Total prior 1774, 870,000 40, 2 50, ooo 
Total | 1,930,000 91,000,000 


The bank-notes for 75 rubles having been ſuppreſſed, there 


falls to be diſcounted from this ſum 8,250,000 rubles, leaving a 
| D balance 


- T- 
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balance of 83,7 50,000 rubles, or about 14 millions Sterling. To 


anſwer or realize this ſum, there may be 20 millions of rubles, 


in copper; in the citadel of Peterſburgh, which may keep up the 
credit of theſe notes in times of peace, which however the firſt 
appearance of war wall 1 n, and en ee 


iS ' 
A new Bank, on 22 5 ancommon 8 was lend ſet 100 
by the Empreſs, as propoſed by Count Shuvalow. It was for- 


merly a practice in Ruſſia, for the government to lend copper mo- 


ney to individuals, and to receive the gradual repayment of the 
loan in luer. As the latter was more valuable than the former, 
the government enjoyed that advantage, in addition to the intereſt. 
But by Count Shuvalow's plan, the public is to lend its paper only, 

which it is to receive back, with the intereſt at 5 per cent. If 
peace continues, the project may anſwer, for notes are to be iſ- 
ſued ſo low as five and ten rubles, which will increaſe the cir- 
culation conſiderably; and as the paper money is to be lent both 
to the nobility and to the merchants, every perſon of property in 
the empire will be intereſted in its ſucceſs.: On the other hand, 
no fund has been provided for converting the paper into coin, 
and very little pains has been taken in the fabrication of the 
notes, ſo as to make a forgery difficult, or to ſtrike the eyes of 
the common people, with ſomething new and beautiful, that _ 
render os new Paper more Current and Pepin with them, 


The n of Ruſſia, i in eh event of another war, might 
be very conſiderable, were economy at all attended to. Ia the 
public works carried on at preſent, perhaps one half of the mo- 
ney faid to be laid out, is embezzled. I was told, that the ſum 
annually expended by the Empreſs, in new buildings, particu- 


larly the new palace on the Neva, the quay at Peterſburgh, and 
orkier'v wore of a Gmilar nature, cod not be leſs than four mil» 


lions 


19 (ing 
lions Sterling per amum, which, in caſe of a war, might be de- 
voted to warlike purpoſes; Very conſiderable ſavings might al- 
ſo be made in the article of b favourites, + and * expences about 
the Court. | 5 | 


Such in general is the preſent political ſtate of the Ruſſian — 
pire, bn on En whole is truly ire ble. | 


8 E C T. m4 


Of che Political Syſtem of Ruſlia, and its Views 
hg NE Aggrandizement. | 


Ir is not without e that many politicians des the farther 
aggrandizement of the Ruſſian Empire, No power, within 

this century paſt, has made ſuch important acquiſitions, It has 

alſo adopted thoſe very principles which rendered Rome the miſ- 

treſs of the world; the firſt of which was, to borrow from its 

neighbours every uſeful inſtitution; and the ſecond, to embrace 
every opportunity, whether fair or otherwiſe, of adding to its ter- 
ritory and its power, Its luſt of acquiſition, is far, however, 

from being ——— | 


From its northern neighbours, Sweden and Pruſſia, it can 
look for nothing of any conſequence; though Swediſh Fin- 
land would be an acquiſition which the Swedes would pro- 
bably reſign, were they aſſiſted in conquering * from Pen- 
mark. 


In 


| 
| 
| 
' 
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In regard to Poland, it certainly intends to keep that country 
as long as it can, in its preſent wretched ſtate of dependence, 
and will neither agree to any farther partition, nor venture to add 
that kingdom to its empire, for fear of exciting the jealouſy of 
its neighbours, 


Its views of conqueſt therefore are turned towards the remoter 


empires of China and Turky, and even of Perſia; though its ac- 
quiſitions on that fide cannot be very great, having many fierce 


and warlike nations to contend with, at the foot of mount Cau- 
caſus. b 


Some Ruſſians aſſert, that it would be an eaſy matter for the 
Empreſs to conquer all China. Her object at preſent, however, 
is only to ſecure one ſide of the river Amour, for which ſhe has 
taken a great attachment, and troops had marched for that pur- 


poſe prior to the year 1786, Both ſides of that river, it is ſaid, 


belong to China; but without ſome poſſeſſions there, no ſuceeſ- 
ful attempt, either for trade or conqueſt, can be made towards 
the continent of America. On the banks of the Amour, there is, 
I underſtand, a fertile country, a tolerable „ * wood for 


building ray in abundance. 


An expedition to thoſe e countries, der the — 4 n 
Billings, an Engliſhman, has been for ſome time paſt going on. 
He ſet out from Peterſburgh in June 1785. His orders were, to go, 
firſt to Jakutſk, then to Ochotſkoi, thence to the river Kolyma, 
to ſail down to the mouth of it, and to go as far to the eaſtward 
as the ſeaſon would permit. In the mean while ſhips were 
to be getting ready for him at Ochotſkoi, and as early as 
the ſeaſon would permit anno 1787, he was to ſail from Ochot- 
{koi to the harbour of St Peter and St Paul; from thence to 


double 
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double Thutckie-noſs, and to go by ſea and land as far to the weſt- 
ward as he can, ſo as to reach, if poſſible, the ſpot where his eaſtern 
tour had terminated. He is then to return to St Peter and St 
Paul to refreſh, and thence to proceed to the Aluetian Iflands, 
and others between the two continents, and to land and take po, 
ſeſſion of any unoccupied country on the continent of America, 
He is then to return to Ochotſkoi, to lay up his ſhips, and to come 
back to Peterſburgh. Letters were received from him, dated, at 
Jakutſch, in July 1787, all well, His ſhips were preparing, be- 
ing a brig of 200 tons burden, and a tender. He was to carry 
with him 220 people. He is a young, active, and enterpriſing 
officer, but ſo very deficient in judgement, that it is not ſuppoſed 
he will be able to proſecute ſo extenfive and ſo tedious a plan, 
with ſufficient ſteadineſs and ability. But it ſhows the ambitious 
views of the Ruſſians, who are not ſatisfied with the boundleſs 
dominions they poſſeſs in Europe and Aſia, but are already graſp- 
ing in idea, rich and extenſive territories in the American he- 
miſphere, 


But the grand object which the Empreſs has in view is, he 
Turkiſh empire. Some plan of partition was certainly concerted 
between the Emperor and her, at the famous meeting of Mohilew. 
What the plan was is not exactly known, but is pretty ſhrewdly 
gueſſed at. The Empreſs's ſecond grandſon is called Conſtantine, 
and is taught the modern Greek language, in hopes that he may 
one day govern the ancient Grecian empire. But there is little 
proſpect of ſuch abſurd plans being ever realiſed, All Europe 
muſt unite to check the ambition of a ſovereign, who makes one 
conqueſt only a ſtep to the acquiſition of another, And bad as 
the Turks are, were the Ruſſians to ſucceed them, it $ would TIN 
be one ane ne out another. 
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Of 3 its "_ Acquiſitions, the Crimea: and the Kuss. 


T HE- acguificion of the Crimea was PRIOR is Ruſſia 

do aſpire to. It was managed with the greateſt dexterity by 
Prince Potemkin, and does infinite credit to his abilities. It Was 
unexpected and unknown even to the Emperor, and for ſome 
time gave him a good deal of jealouſy, and had almoſt. opened 
his eyes to the folly of his connection with Ruſſia. At preſent, 
however, it is of little value. Above 100;000 of its inhabitants 
have deſerted it, and hardly 40,000 now remain. The country 
is very unhealthy to thoſe who are not accuſtomed to the climate, 
and the water and ſprings in the plains are peculiarly unwhole- 
ſome. But ſome of the natives live to be above 100 years: 
old. Vo 43d BY 


The Kuban is at preſent. a poſſeſſion, not, only unprofitable, but 
even ruinous. New and brave enemies are every day ſtarting 
and powerful, that ãt requires 40,000. men to defend the fron- 
tiers. In any encounters which have as yet taken place, the Ruſ- 
fians have ſeldom had much to boaſt of. They have not a pri- 
ſoner in their poſſeſſion; for ſo deſperate are thoſe people, that 
whenever any of them are taken, they put themſelves to death. 
The Ruſſian ſoldiers die in numbers, from the quantity of grapes 
chere is no preventing them from eating, which are of a had 
quality, and very abundant in thoſe countries. In ſhort, from 
war and diſeaſes, ſo many of the troops quartered: there are cut 

off, 
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off, that che Crimea and the Kuban have been emphatically call - 
ed the grave of the Ruſſian army; and hints have been thrown 
ont, that Prince Potemkin would be ſome time or other called 


to account for his conduct there. The expence of thoſe acquiſi- 


tions is alſo enormous, and ſwallows up a conſiderable part of the 
effective revenue of the empire. 


The Ruſſians entertain high expectations of carrying on a 
great trade in the Black ſea, and contend, that Conſtantinople 


might be eaſier ſupplied with grain from the Ukraine than from 


Egypt. But they have a number of obſtacles to contend with; 


more particularly, the danger of the plague, the expence of 
quarantines ;—the impoſſibility of inſurance, without which no 


great or ſteady commerce can be carried on; — the uncertain- 
ty of peace, which is a great check to ſpeculation and enter- 
priſe ;—the jealouſy of the Turks, which will bring on new du- 
ties, and additional checks from them, in proportion as the com- 
merce increaſes; — laſtly, the rivalſhip of the grain of Poland 
down the Dneiſter, and through Moldavia, and of the dominions: 
of the Emperor down the Danube. Theſe obſtacles are almoſt 

unſurmountable; yet many Ruſlians amuſe themſelves with the 
idea of a Muſcovite W at = eee your wo the 
Ukraine, 


. 
Of its Acceſſion to [FU Armed Neutrality... 


* HE hiſtory of the Armed Neutrality proves by what arti- 
fices ſovereigns are deceived by their miniſters, and how 
difficult i it is for them, however able, to avoid falling into the 
ſnares to which their ſituation expoſes them. The preſent Em- 
preſs: 


C) 
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preſs of Ruſſia, I have every reaſon to believe, was more ineli- 
ned to favour the intereſts of Great Britain than thoſe of France; 
and yet was prevailed upon, contrary to her own wiſhes, to act 
a different part. The e of is famous "IE is ries as 
follows. | 


1 f a 
During the American war, the French found that, from our 
fortunate ſituation, we could intercept the naval ſtores coming 
to them from the Baltic, under their own flag. A plan of ob- 
taining thoſe ſtores in neutral bottoms was therefore ſketched 
out, in Mr Necker's houſe, anno 1777. It was afterwards ſent 
to a French houſe at Amſterdam, to be conſidered there; thence 
to Hamburgh, and afterwards to Stockholm, The King of Swe- 
den, anno 1778, in vain endeavoured to bet the Empreſs to ap- 
prove of the ſyſtem, _ e O99 A; 


; But what this ſovereign would not directly give her aſſent to, 
her miniſters were determined indirectly to extort from her: and 
the plan they purſued for that Pr" was a very ſubtile one. 


| They contrived, that a ſhip, loaded * naval gores, Saber | 
Ruſſian colours, ſhould be captured by the Spaniards; and care 
was taken that the crew ſhould be very ill uſed, ſo as to at- 


tract more the attention of the Empreſs, and to engage her more 
warmly in the cauſe. 


The Empreſs, by the repreſentations, or rather miſrepreſen- 
tations of her miniſters, was nettled to the quick, and declared 

that ſhe would lay down ſome rules to the Spaniards in thoſe 
matters. Your majeſty had better form a general ſyſtem to be 
* obſerved in future by every nation,” ſaid the artful Bachunin ; 
and finding the opportunity W es a plan almoſt 


ſimilar 


1m? 


ſimilar to the one ſhe had formerly rejected. She raſhly gave 
her aſſent to it. Potemkin told her his mind ſo freely upon the 
occaſion, that ſhe actually ſhed tears; but the matter had gone too 


far to be retracted, 


Our miniſter at Peterſburgh (Sir James Harris) could hardly 
credit it. He knew the partiality which the Empreſs entertained 
for England, He had every reaſon to believe that her prime 
miniſter, Prince Potemkin, was firmly in the Engliſh intereſt; and 
in order to ſecure. him, he had given 100,000 rubles (about 
L. 20,000) to. his favourite niece, the Counteſs Branitzki, In 
vain, the Engliſh factory, who had got ſome information of the 
plot, endeavoured to warn him of it. He could not be convin- 


ced of the poſſibility of ſuch a treaty, until it had been actually 
ſigned. 


Count Panin, the then vice chancellor, or miniſter for foreign 
affairs, was not conſulted about it; and it was entirely carried on 
by the means of Besbarodko and Bachunin, Madame Davia, an 
Italian, Besbarodko's miſtreſs, was certainly bribed to give the mea- 
ſure all the aid ſhe could: and Bachunin, it is confidently aſſert- 
ed, received a ſum from France for the eſſential ſervices he did in 
it. It is ſhocking to think the-means by which important events 
are brought about, in a court ſo devoted to debauchery and cor- 
ruption. 


Nor were there wanting plauſible and oſtenſible enough rea- 

ſons for propoſing or adopting the armed neutrality. 

The glory of being at the head of ſuch a confederacy, and 
of giving law to the principal maritime, as ſhe had formerly 

, ons, at the peace of Teſchen, to the Emperor and. to Pruſha, 

a F f the 
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the two great military powers of Europe, was no ſmall induce- 
Next, fooliſh expectations of a great trade in Ruſſian bottoms, 
and an increaſe of ſhips, ſeamen, &c. But they were miſerably 
miſtaken, It rempted many Ruſſians to fit out ſhips, which, 
owing to the unſkilfulneſs of the ſailors, were in general loſt; 
and though, before the treaty was fagned, the Ruſſian ſhips were 
Hired at the rate of guilders per ton, owing to the reſpect that 
vas paid to the Ruthan flag; yet the freight ſoon fell, when, af- 
ter the eſtabliſhment of the armed neutrality, the Danes, Swedes, 
ny &c. came 2 Wannen . 11 


There is eee ee bes ce Rades court very 
fond of negotiations; and that is, the fees paid to the miniſters 
on ſuch occaſions, in general amounting to L. 10,000 for each 
treaty. Count Oſterman, fince he became: 33 has 


0 ene L. 2 ee by thoſe perquiſites, 


l IR 
Of the Imperial it 


Character of the EMpREss, 


HE 8 Empreſs of Ruſſia, Catharine II. is a hare i in 
petticoats, having all the characteriſtics of that deſcrip- 
tion of men, namely, courage, generoſity, ambition, and love, 


Her private life is, on the whole, regular. She riſes at fix or 


ſeven, 
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ſeven, and dedicates the morning entirely to buſineſs. She dines 
about one, and after dinner retires to her cabinet. The evening 
is devoted to amnſements of a general nature, either at the 
theatre, or in the palace, with a ſelect company of her private 
friends, | WEE 


Her information, particularly in regard to political ſubjects, is 
very general and extenſive. The inſtructions written by her own 
hand,' for drawing. up a code of laws, is a moſt extraordinary. 


extant of female judicial legiſlation . I have ſeen her corre- 


ſpondence with the famous Buffon, which proves how well ſhe is 


acquainted with philoſophical ſubjects, She knows the French 
Belles Lettres perfectly, and, anno 1786, was reading Shakeſpeare 
in the German tranflation, She alſo writes comedies herſelf; and 
in any part of the world would. be accounted, in private life, a 
moſt 2 woman. 


Her policy is very great. In any progreſs e her * 
nions, ſhe ſuffers the meaneſt peaſant to addreſs her; and they 
univerſally call her-by the friendly and emphatic expreſſion of 
Matauſtin, or mother. To the army, and to the guards in par- 
ticular, ſhe is very attentive; and on certain fixed days, appro- 
priated to the different corps, dines at a table with the officers, 
The church alſo is not neglected. For, beſides much attention 
to individuals of character and reſpect in that order, and a ſtrict 


* Upon examining the original MS, which is carefully preſerved in the repo- 
ſitories of the Imperial Academy of Sciences, I obſerved, that the whole of it was 
not. publiſhed ; one paragraph, in particular, upon the ſubje& of marriage, was 
omitted: Les Filles ſont aſlez portes au marriage. Ce ſont les gargons qu'il 


tt faut encourager.” Perhaps ſuch a ſentiment from a female pen was thought 
too indelicate to be publiſhed. 
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performance for a woman; being, I believe, the only inſtance 
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performance of all the outward forms of religion, ſhe proves her 
'zeal and devotion by working with her own hands, as the prieſts 
believe or aſſert, the moſt magnificent veſtments, for the uſe of 
the principal eccleſiaſtics of her empire, when they ooh ns pu- 
blic worſhip on any important Falten. 


She is very jealous of her ſon, and keeps him as low as poſ- 
fible. His allowance is only 300,000 rubles, or L. 50,000 per 
annum, and 25,000 rubles for each daughter. But his table- ex- 
pences are alſo paid by the Empreſs, and his ſons educated at her 
ſole expence. The ſame chambellans, and other officers, attend 
by rotation both Courts, that the Empreſs may nom what he is 
doing, and what perſons he aſſociates * | 4 


To her minifiers ſhe is very Maren in general follows 
their advice, except when ſhe chuſes to run into a contrary ex- 
treme, merely to let them feel that ſhe will be her own and their 

| miſtreſs. When left entirely to herſelf, and compelled to deter- 

mine, in regard to matters of importance, it is ſaid that ſhe is 

apt to betray ſome n and n 


At preſent ſhe is puffed up beyond all bob by the ſucceſs 
of her reign, and the court that is paid to her by every power 
in Europe, She certainly in her heart prefers the Engliſh to the 
French, and the Danes to the Swedes. In regard to the Germans, 
it is more from - perſonal attachment to the Emperor, and their 
joint views upon Turky, than from a full conviction of the poli- 
cy of the meaſure, that ſhe prefers the Auſtrian to the Trufian 
alliance. | 


The Empreſs has already ſat twenty-four years on the throne of 
Ruſſia, with uninterrupted ſucceſs. Few ſovereigns have reigned 


much longer without experiencing the reverſes of fortune; and the 
end 
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end of long reigns, particularly in deſpotic governments, is. to 
be dreaded. Should any thing happen that would materially 

tarniſh the high charaQter that ſhe bears for magnanimity and 
ſpirit, the conſequences may be fatal. She would then have little 
to depend on, but in the abilities of Prince Potemkin, who knows 
how fatal a revolution would be to him, and in the fidelity of the 
Orlow family, who are generally reſpected throughout the em- 


pire. 


It may be proper here to relate an anecdote of the Empreſs, 
which proves the high idea which ſhe entertains of the Britiſh 


navy. 


In Auguſt 1786, there arrived at Cronſtadt, a French frigate, 
commanded by the Marquis de Galiſſoniere, and ſome veſſels 
arms en flute, full of French officers, who were ſent into the Baltic, 
in order to exerciſe the men, and with a view of carrying on, 
what the French are often talking of, à direct commerce with Ruſ- 
ſia; for in general their naval ſtores are procured through the me- 
dium of the Dutch. The Ruſſians were not fond of ſeeing the 
French flag diſplayed at the gates of their principal naval arſe- 
nal. But it became at laſt a kind of faſhion among the courtiers, 
to praiſe the naval {kill and abilities of the French officers, as if 
they appeared even ſuperior to the Engliſh. The Empreſs how- 
ever ſoon put an end to any compliment of that kind, by re- 
ee * Eh bien! Mais j'ai un idée, avec tout leur merite, 
qu'il y en a tres peu de ces meme Meſſieurs ces officiers ſi di- 

© ſtingues, ql” wait Er6 priſonniers en Angleterre pendant la der- 
* niere guerre:” which was actually the caſe, both in regard to 
Galiſſoniere himſelf, and the greater part of his officers.* 

; \ ; | 


of 


* Indeed nothing can equal the idea which the Ruſſians in general entertain of 
the Britiſh navy. Peter the Great uſed to ſay, That had he not been born 
be . he would have withed to have been an Engliſh Admiral.” In the words 
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Of the GRAND Duxx of Rvuss14, and his Family. 


His figure is not much in his favour, being rather diminitive, 
and his countenance has a good deal of the Ruſſian, having a noſe 
and face flatter than is uſual in the more ſouthern parts of Eu- 


rope. His aſpect however, on the whole, is far from being diſa- 
greeable. 


He has, with much prudence, thrown cold water on ſome kits 
he has received, that it was full time for him to deinand the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Crown. I will never furniſh my ſon (ſaid he) with 
any apology for attempting to dethrone me.” This was in a 
great meaſure owing to his preceptor Count Panin, who had pu- 
blic ſpirit enough, when he was on his death-bed, to ſend for the 
Grand Duke, and to conjure him by every thing he held dear and 
facred, never to think jof dethroning his mother. Ruſſia,” he 
ſaid, © had already ſuffered ſufficiently by paſt revolutions, and 
* were they not now put a ſtop- to, they would be perpetuated 
for ever“ This was a ſingular inſtance of real patriotiſm, 


The Grand Duke is, however, at preſent much diſſatisfied 
with his ſituation: he 1 is deeply i in debt, particularly to his tradeſ- 
men; nor will he borrow money, which he might procure, in or- 
der to pay them off; and their perpetual demands are not a little 
diſagreeable. In conſequence of ſome unguarded ſpeeches he had 
made, the Empreſs behaves with great coldneſs to him, and 


of the famous Marechal Munich, © Il avoit un ſi grand gout pour la marine 
11 Angloiſe, qu? il dit, que vil n'etoit pas nẽ pour etre Czar de Ruſſie, il ſouhaite- 
« roit etre Amiral d' Angleterre.“ Ebauche pour donner une idée de la forme 


du gouvernement de PEmpire de * Copenhague. Anno 1774. Par, Felt- 
Marechal Munich. | 


at 


. 


at one time would hardly ſuffer his name to be mentioned in her 
preſence. She is alſo very jealous of the ſuperior beauty of the 
Grand Ducheſs, and cannot bear that ſhe ſhould rival her, in the 


fitting up of their houſes, the laying out of their grounds, the 
ornaments of their gardens, and the like. 


It is, I believe, erroneouſly ſuppoſed that the Grand Duke 
and Ducheſs are attached to France in preference to England. 
They received much civility during their ſtay in that country, 
and are not inſenſible of it; but they ſhow the ſtricteſt impartiali- 
ty between the two nations, The Grand Duke's ſecretary and 
principal confident, has been in England, ſpeaks the language 
well, and is attached to the country, For myſelf, I never met 
with a more polite reception from any perſon, The maſter and 
miſtreſs of a private gentleman's family could not have been 
more attentive. It was a pleaſing ſpectacle to ſee the future poſ- 
ſeſſors of ſo powerful an empire, living at Paulowſki, their coun- 
try refidence, in the ſtyle of a wealthy Engliſh ſquire or noble- 
man; and as fond of ſhowing their temples, caſcades, grottoes, 
&c. to a ſtranger, as if they had nothing elſe to boaſt of. 


The Grand Ducheſs is beautiful in the extreme, and remark- 
able for the ſuperior elegance and affability of her manners. She 
ſeems perfectly happy in her preſent ſituation, and will pro- 
bably feel little pleaſure in a diadem. She will never be a Catha- 
Tine II. in point of political ability and manlineſs of ſpirit: but if 
ever ſhe become Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, ſhe will be adored 
by her ſubjects. 


If ever the Grand Duke comes to the throne, it is ſuppoſed 
that he will prefer a Pruſſian to an Auſtrian alliance. When a 


ſucceſſor has quarrelled with his predeceſſor, he 1s very apt to 
| run 
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run at once into an oppoſite ſyſtem. The Grand Ducheſs and 
he, when I was at their court, ſeemed very fond of talk- 
ing about Pruſſia, and very converſant, from their correſpondence 
in can, with aha. thing that e in n er. 


The little Grand Dukes, as they are called, are very ſeldom 
with their parents. They are educated entirely by the Empreſs, 
and conſtantly with her, being in a manner retained as hoſtages for 
the Grand Duke's fidelity. Their reſpective characters already 
begin to develope, and ſeem to reſemble two of the principal 
perſonages in Tom Jones. The elder, like Blißl, is flow, fly, 
and artful, and if the Empreſs aſks them any queſtion, heſitates 
to anſwer, until his brother has given his ſentiments, and then 
replies, according to the impreſſion which his brother ſeems to 
have made, whether favourable or otherwiſe. The younger, 
Conſtantine, is like Tom Jones; and were he ever to mount the 
throne, he would probably prove, what the Ruſhan Empire 
was now capable of, when headed by a bold, an active, and an 
enterpriſing ſovereign. 


: %S 


1 regard to the bebte government of the Grand Duke him- - 
ſelf, if he came to be Emperor, the Ruſſians differed much. 
Thoſe who expect to gain by a change of ſovereigns, augur'it 
as a glorious zra for the empire; whilſt ſuch as apprehend any 
diminution of their power, their favour, or their property, al- 
ready begin to deplore the event, 1 am rather inclined to think 
that it will be for the advantage of Ruſſia; the Grand Duke 
being leſs devoted than the Empreſs, to foreign ambitious pro- 
jects, and more inclined to Proms the internal proſperity of the 


empire, 
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8 
Of the Principal Perſonages in Ruſſia. 


| PRINCE POTEMKIN, 


H is deſcended frown a private Gentleman's family in the 
| neighbourhood of Smolenſko. Was a ſerjeant of the guards 
(which however is far from being a low ſtation) about the time 
of the late revolution, and was very inſtrumental in placing the 
Empreſs upon the throne, He is a- remarkably tall man, about 
fix feet two, and not unpleaſing in his appearance, though he has 
loſt an eye. He gives one ſome idea of the famous Mithridates, 
or of the Maximins and Diocletians of the Roman empire, who 
partly owed their riſe to the bulk and manlineſs of their appear- 
ance. His power in Ruſſia at one time reſembled that of a Grand 
Vizier in Turky, not being confined to one particular depart- 
ment, but extending over all. But of late he has found it ne- 
ceſſary to agree to a partition, Beſbarodko and his party have 
the entire direction of foreign affairs, and the government of Old 
Ruſſia. He has ſtipulated for himſelf, an unlimited power of 
drawing on the treaſury, the command of all the new acquiſi- 
tions, together with the interior direction of the palace, the no- 
mination of the Empreſs 8 perſonal favourites, &c. He is the 
only man that the Empreſs ſtands in awe of, and ſhe both likes 
and fears him. He has taken every means of ſecurity he can de- 
viſe, ingratiating himſelf with the guards, placing his relations 
and friends in high employments, and obtaining an independent 
command in the Crimea and the neighbouring provinces, 
with the fleet in the Black Sea, and an army of 9o, ooo men. 
H He 


G 


He is certainly one of the ableſt men in Ruſſia, though better 
calculated for the intrigues of a court, chan for conducting a 
war. He has a great fund of general information, and is very 
deſirous of adding to it. He can apply cloſely, when it is neceſ- 


ſary ; but loves to enjoy an INdevent, life of gation as much 


He is very able. to the foreign miniſters, and to all ſtrangers 
of diſtinction 'who come to Peterſburgh. But to the Ruſſians he 
behaves with inconceivable hauterr, and treats them, with a few 
exceptions, little better than dogs. The family he principally 
aſſociates witch, is that of the grand Ecuyer, Alexander 'Narif- 
kin, father of the Counteſs Sulluhub, one of the * beauties. 
about Court. | 


5 0 ſuppoſed that he was attached to the Engliſh in- 
tereſt, and was convinced that an alliance between England and 
Ruſſia would prove of eſſential ad vantage to both countries. Sir 
James Harris and he were on very intimate terms. But he ſeems 
to prefer Count Segur the French, to Mr Fitzherbert, our mini- 
ſter, and thence it is conjectured, is beginning to change his po- 
Mtical ſentiments in favour of the French. At Berlin, they ſup- 
Pole him inclined to Pruffia ; but erroneouſly, the Emperor ha- 
ving gained him by creating him a Prince of the Empire, and, it 
18 s ſaid, oy gratifications of other kinds. 


His great object is the plans againft Turky. As he propoſes 
to command the army himſelf, (which he thinks muſt be victo- 
rious), there is no ſaying what ſo daring and ambitious a cha- 
racter may have in view. To be a Knight of the order of St 
George, the principal one in Ruſſia, which, by the rules of the 
order, can only be conferred upon thoſe who command an army, 


or 


. 


or à fleet, victorious in ſome great engagement, is derteinf) one 


object. Perhaps he imagines, if he were ſucceſsful as com- 
mander in chief, that he might gain over the troops he con- 
quered with, and erect a new empire, on the deſtruction of the 
Turkiſh, | 


It is ee that he once intended to be Duke of Courland; 
and the preſent Duke is ſo much afraid of him, that he never 
truſts himſelf in Ruſſia, and is as ſeldom as poſſible in his own 
dominions. He would hardly at preſent condeſcend to be Ho- 


ſpodar of Moldavia, though a plan he formerly had in view. It 


is ſaid, that he has ſome hopes of the crown of Poland, in con- 
tradiction to the laws by which all foreigners are excluded. He 
has undoubtedly amaſſed much wealth, for ſome purpoſe or an- 
other, and is ſaid to have placed ſome part of it in the Engliſh 
funds. The Empreſs has beſtowed great eſtates on him, in the 
late acquiſitions in Poland, where he would probably retire in the 
event of a change of ſovereigns, if he has not previouſly ſecured 
ſome 2 + eng] eſtablifhment. 


He ſometimes neglects the Empreſs and they have many little 
quarrels and diſputes together. But, on the whole, he is ſo very 
able and neceſſary a ſervant, his power is ſo well fixed, and it is 
of ſuch eſſential ſervice, in ſo deſpotic a government, to have a 
miniſter whoſe character and ſpirit impreſſes all ranks of people 
with terror and awe, that during the N reign he muſt ever 
be a man of the firſt conſequence i in Ruſha, 


He is covered with ſtars and . not only Ruſſian, but 
foreign. It is ſaid he is particularly ambitious to be named a 


Knight of the Garter, which he conſiders the moſt honourable 1 in 


Europe, and would ſacrifice much to obtain it. 
Of 
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Ot the Engliſh miniſters and ſtateſmen, he is moſt attached 
to Fox, who, hearing that Mr Pole Carew had a piQure of one 
Potemkin, who, above a century ago, had been ambaſſador from 
.Ruſha to England, he purchaſed it for 100 guineas, and ſent it 
to the Prince, with a handſome complimentary letter, It 1s hung 
up in a very conſpicuous place in his palace; and many of 
his friends, to indulge his vanity, and as a proof of their at- 
tachment to the hopſe of Potemkin, have taken copies of it. 
On the whole, with great abilities, he is a worthleſs and dan- 
gerous character, and will ſtand at nothing to procure any ob- 
ject he may have in view. He has no fixed principle but in- 
tereſt, eapricious in his temper, and miſerable from the eaſe with 
which all his wiſhes are gratified. His enemies whiſper a thou- 
ſand ſtories to his diſadvantage, that he poiſoned Landſkoi, gave 


a fatal potion to Prince Orlow, which occaſioned his going mad ; 
| that he debauches his own nieces, &c. &c. 


He has three ortho Michael Potezabia, who is Commiſſary- 
General; Paul Potemkin, commander in chief at Mount Cauca- 
ſus; and General Samoylow, who commands at Cherſon. 


His nieces are, the Counteſs Branitzki, married to the Grand 


General of Poland; Princeſs Galirzin, married in Ruſſia; the 


Counteſs .Shaveronſki, and Madamoiſelle Englehart, who is to 
be married to his nephew, Paul Potemkin. Count Shaveronſki 
is the Ruſſian miniſter at Naples. He is refuſed the liberty of 

coming home; and as the Counteſs lives with her uncle, whoſe 
debauched principles are well known, and as ſhe is rather free 
in her behaviour, and at the ſame time perhaps the handſomeſt 
woman in Peterſburgh, it gives e room for ſcandal. 


'CounT 


© 


Cour OSTERMAN 


ls at preſent vice-chancellor, or at the head of the foreign de- 
partment. A plain, dull, formal, but honeſt man, put in ori- 


ew oh by ee and # obeys the orders of his maker. 
CounT BESBARODKO. 
His father was raiſed from a dunghill by the Empreſs Eliza- 


beth, and he himſelf was in very indifferent circumſtances not 
many years ago. An able man, but amazingly diſſipated, and 


much governed by an Italian actreſs, Davia, whom he keeps. Is 


at the head of the party in oppoſition to Prince Potemkin, and. 
ſecretly employed by the Empreſs to watch his motions. Has 
the principal direction of foreign affairs, though only the ſecond 
in that department. Is ſuppoſed to be penſioned by the Empe- 
' Tor, and rather inclined to the politics of France, at leaſt to ra- 
ther a looſe connection between England and Ruſſia. 


Monxsizux ps MakRcorr 


Is third miniſter in the foreign department. Succeeded Bachu- 
nin, who was a very able man, but a great enemy to. England, 
He, is rather attached to us. Was lately miniſter at Stockholm, 
_ His riſe principally owing to the dexterity he ſhowed in diſcover- 
| ing, in Holland, the perſons who forged the Ruſſian Bank- notes. 
He is likely to ſucceed at a court where cringing and cunning, 


ability, and want of principle, are ſuch eſſential requiſites. 


L 


CounwT 
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CounT,. Wok 0NTzow 


1s at the head- of; the commercial, department. Elder brother of 
the Count, Warontzow, who is nom miniſter. in London, and 
was formerly himſelf in England in that capacity. Is of the Beſ- 
barodko party. A plodding, ſelf-ſufficient, weak man, but highly 
admired in Ruſſia, where ſo few men of rank read at all, or ap- 
ply to any thing, and hardly one a the yery few, to any ef- 
Wann purpoſe. 


PRINCESS DasCcHKow 


Is a kind of miniſter to the Empreſs in literary matters, being at 
the head of the Peterſburgh academy, Has ſometimes a good deal 
to fay, and knows every thing that is paſſing at court, Her 
character and hiſtory uncommonly ſingular. She was married at 
fifteen. Could at that age ſpeak the French language only, but 
taught herſelf the Ruſſian, Became a widow at twenty-two. 

Her huſband left his affairs in great diſorder. Retired- to the 
country, and lived on L. 60 a- year, to pay his debts. Devoted 
herſelf entirely to the education of her children after they had 


grown up, and with that view reſided a conſiderable time in Scot- 
land, where ſhe placed her ſon under the care of. the great hi- 


ſtorian Robertſon, and afterwards travelled, accompanied by her 
children, all over Europe. So ſtrong is her appetite for power, 
that ſhe wiſhed to have her ſon appointed the Empreſs's perſonal 
favourite when they returned to Ruſſia. But Potemkin, knowing 
her boundleſs ambition, very artfully contrived to defeat her project. 
The principal handle he made uſe of, was young Daſchkow's re- 
peating, in a ridiculous manner, in the courſe of a drunken fro- 
lic, ſome paſſages from Shakeſpeare, It is aſtoniſhing on what 

| trivial 


65 
trivial circumſtances great events may depend. Had the Prin- 


ceſs ſucceeded in her views, the ſyſtem of the court of Peterſ- 
burgh would have been altered, and Ruſſia, in the midſt of the 
. Wars would have declared in our favour, 


She is of the Worantzow family, and gat FE name of the 
learned Counteſs of Worontzow. Another ſiſter was called the 
handſome, who became infamous. for her lewdneſs; and a third 
the ugly, who found means however to ingratiate herſelf with the 
Emperor, Peter III. and became his miſtreſs, The Princes 
Daſchkow one day reproached her ugly ſiſter for her conduct in 
living with the Emperor, diſgracing her family, &c. The 
time may ſoon. come, faid the Counteſs with indignation, when 
you will talk to me in a different ſtyle, and will think yourſelf 
* honoured with a nod.” This betrayed. Peter's intentions to 
divorce his wife, and to crown his miſtreſs, and occaſioned a re- 
volution, ta * the jealouſy of an elder fiſter r not a little con- 


tributed. 


The young Prince, her ſon, has hardly anſwered the pains ſhe 
has taken with him. He ſpeaks many languages, as Ruſs, Eng- 
liſh, French, Latin, German, Italian, and a little Erſe and 
Greek, but is far from being very deep in any thing. He is very 
ſelf-ſufficient, and expenſive, keeps an amazing number of horſes, 
gambles a good deal, and at one fitting is faid to have loft 
L. 10,000 en theyre 


The Daſebkow property is valued at L. I 2,000 per annum; but 
it is ill managed, and waſted much in building, particularly i in 
carrying on a magnificent palace at Moſcow, The Princeſs is in 
perpetual difficulties, but is too proud to accept of any pecuniary 
bounty from the Empreſs, though frequently proffered. 


MA- 
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N24 Ronanzow. 


The Ficd-Mareſhal Count Romanzow 6 an . 
which in Ruſſia fignifies the Conqueror beyond the Danube, is one of 
the greateſt characters that Ruſſia has ever produced. He was a 
ſoldier from ſixteen, ſerved very early under Mareſhal Keith, of 
whom he ſpeaks in the higheſt terms, and to whom he attributes 
che foundation of all his fame and glory. Embraced every op- 
portunity of acquiring military knowledge, and is undoubtedly ; at 
this time one of the firſt generals in Europe. His only rivals 
are, Mareſhal Laudohn, General Moelendorf, Governor of Berlin, 
and perhaps the Duke of Brunſwick. His conduct is regulated 
by principles which do great credit to his underſtanding. He 
ſays, That one profeſſion is as much as any man can know 
« thoroughly :” he pays little attention therefore to any ſubject that 
is not of a military nature, or connected with it. Nothing is 
more imprudent,” he obſerved, than to deſpiſe an enemy, or 
„ by any means to excite his indignation, revenge, or any other 
“ paſſion of a violent nature, which may make up for any defi- 
* Pry of {kill or courage.” © A General,” he farther remark- 
ed, © muſt be eaſy and affable to his own troops, without de- 
* ſcending to meanneſs, or being too often feen by them, which 
" muſt render him leſs reſpected. He himfelf had learned fo 
much affability by practice, and ſo rigidly obſerved his own 
rules, that he conſtantly took off his hat to the very children of 
his own peaſants when they bowed to him. His victories over 
the Turks are well known. They were founded upon the maxim 
of acting on the defenſive, and of conducting himſelf with the ut- 
moſt prudence and td watching the deciſive moment 


OS. 
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of conqueſt. | © For if the Turks,“ he ſaid, once break in, 
there is no reſiſting their impetuoſity.” For theſe three years 
paſt his ſtate of health has been very indifferent, ruined, he ob- 
ſerved, by two circumſtances, the moſt deſtructive of any to the 
conſtitution, namely, © Jes vieilles de la cour, et les fatigues de 
« guerre;” of both of which he had ample experience. He ſpoke 
of general Clinton, Elliot, our Miniſter at Copenhagen, and 
other Engliſh officers with great reſpect. He is a ſtaunch friend 
to an intimate connection between England and Ruſſia, as equally 
uſeful to both countries, He lives in great ſtate at his chateau 
of Wiſchenſkie; but though the houſe j is not a bad one, and he 
has nine others to inhabit, yet he is now building in the neigh- 
bourhood a great palace, with 120 rooms, a theatre, &c. He 
always keeps from eight to ten muſicians, with a ſet of Ruſſian 


comedians, and a number of domeſtics, and from his mode of 


living, gives one a very adequate idea of the ancient feudal mag- 
nificence, 
THE ORLOW FAMILY, 


Their anceſtor, it is ſaid, was a Strelitz, whom Peter the Great 
was going to put to death with his own hands, for aiding his fiſter 


Sophia, but who ſhowed ſuch magnanimity on the occaſion, that 


Perer pardoned and advanced him. The father of the preſent 
Orlows had a conſiderable fortune for a Ruſſian, amounting to 
10,000 rubles, or L. 1800 per annum; but, according to the cuſtom 
of that country, his fortune at his death was equally divided among 
his children; and he left five ſons, who were thus placed in very 
indifferent anos Prince Orlow, the eldeſt ſon, and Cheſ- 
| minſkoy, the third, had a principal hand in the late revolution, 
and knew the manner in which the unfortunate Emperor, Pe- 
8 K ter 


| 
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* van} III. was diſpoſed of. The hiſtory of the elder brother, Prince. 
Orlow, is well known. He was long the Empreſfs's, favourite; 
but neglecting her, and attaching himſelf to other women, fell 
into diſgrace, It is ſaid that he got ſome horrid potion, which 
drove him mad, in which ſtate he continued for ſome time be- 


fore his death. The Empreſs was very liberal, not only to him, 


but to the whole family, and diſtributed among them, at differ- 
ent times, above two millions Sterling. The ſecond fon, Jwan or 
John, is a plain, heavy looking, but an intelligent country gen- 
tleman, fond of buſineſs, and who keeps the affairs of all the 

family in order. The third, Alexis, called Cheſminſkoy, from his 
naval victory over the Turks at Cheſme, is a very ſingular cha- 
racter. He is about 6 feet 2 inches in height, but ſo very large 
and bulky withal, that he looks much taller. Was perhaps 
the ſtrongeſt man in Europe, being able to carry a ſoldier of a 
middling ſize, in each hand, when his arms were extended. 
Nor could two men, however ſtrong, with the advantage of 
handkerchiefs to pull by, ſeparate his knees, if he put them to- 
gether. He lives in a magnificent ſtyle, and is on the whole one of 
the moſt reſpectable characters to be met with in Ruſſia, The fourth 
brother, Feodor or Theodore, were he not ſo indolent and lazy, is 
capable of any thing, The fifth, whom I did not ſee, is, I am 
told, the ableſt of them all, but prefers domeſtic happineſs, and 
lives very comfortably, with his family, which is a very large 
one, in the country. The Orlow family are not likely to engage 
again in public | buſineſs ; ; but will always be much reſpected, 
particularly whilſt the preſent Empreſs reigns, who.accounts them 
real friends, and the ſureſt ſupports of her throne. 


All the Orlows who are now living, refide at Moſcow, or in 
the neighbourhood. That capital is the general receptacle of all 
the diſcarded favourites, the diſcontented courtiers, and the 


independent 
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independent nobility of Ruſſia, who live there in ſociety toge- 
ther, and with more freedom, than could well be ſuppoſed. 
Some of theſe proud nobles are ſo impatient of controul and 
reſtraint, that if rhe court comes to Moſcow, they retire into the 
country. When the Empreſs was there, anno 178 5, Count She- 
remetof, who has 120,000 peaſants on his eſtate, pretended that 
he was not well enough to ſtir abroad, and the Empreſs actually 
went to pay him the firſt viſit, which he condeſcended to return 
the next day, He gives his phyſician 2000 rubles, or L. 330 of 


ſalary per anuum, and there are two or there others of the nobles. 
that $0 the lame. 


The Orlows are particularly infected with the pigeon- mania, 
which ſtill prevails 3 in-Ruſha. They have, in that country, a a ſpe · 
eies of the pigeon, which fly in a ſpiral or circular manner, upon 
one wing, and after afcending out of fight, come down in the 
fame way, and alight upon the very ſame ſpot, or perhaps upon 
the ſame finger from whence they mounted, A firſt-rate pigeon 
of this ſort is worth L. 300 Sterling. They are beſt in hot wea- 
ther, and Count Feodor aflvred me, that he has ſpent a whole 
morning, with the greateſt ſatisfaction, in ſeeing them fly. The 
Orlow family are ſuppoſed to have laid out L. 20,000 Sterling in 
this amuſement. A merchant who had ſome famous pigeons of 
this kind in his poſſeſſion, demanded 20, ooo rubles for a houſe 
and pigeon-houſe he had to diſpoſe of. ncluding the pigeons, 
i* (ſaid one of the Ruſſian nobles), I would give you 14,000 rubles 
* (or L. 2330) for your property, but without them, not 2000 
6 rubles, (L.330).” Thus valuing the pigeons at about L. 2000 
Sterling. 
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of the EIT Miniſters: at the Court of Pete: 
bu rgh. 


I. only three foreign miniſters who are ar. all er gh 
at Peterſburgh, at leaſt by the Empreſs, are the Auſtrian, 


the French, and the En gliſh. 


The firſt, Count Cobenzyl, is a little, chick, me" man, with 
ſmall but lively eyes, and ſeemingly very good humoured. Has 


no pretenſions to very great ability, but enough for the fitua- - 


tion he holds, as all buſineſs of real importance is tranſacted by 

a private perſonal correſpondence between the ' Em peror and the 

Empreſs, without any miniſterial | interference. He is the only 
ambaſſador reſident at the court of fee er 


The French . count Segur, is from thirty-five 1 to forty. 


There is nothing very intereſting or engaging in his appearance, 


He has large eyes, which are rather dull; Is complete maſter of 
all the common trivial French accompliſhments of dancing, &c. ; 

Has a number of tricks at billiards: Is poſſeſſed of a ſufficient 
portion of lively converſation ; - and, on the whole, i is not defi- 
cient in political information. Served againſt us in the late A- 
merican war, and learned there a little Engliſh, to flatter the Bo- 
ſtonians. The Empreſs was much pleaſed with him when he 
firſt arrived; but when it was hinted at in the foreign gazettes, 
that ſhe had fallen in love with him, (which he was vain enough 


to 


En 


to imagine), ſhe took an opportunity of affronting him publicly, 
by aſking the Engliſh miniſter, and leaving him out of her par- 
ty. His diſappointment and rage on that occaſion was very con- 
ſpicuous, He is anxious for the Enghih embaſſy: Between 
* ourſelves,” ſaid he to me, Paris and London are the only 
* two towns worth the living in.” The Counteſs, Madame de 
1 Segur, is prevented, by a piece of etiquette, from reſiding at Pe- 
| terſburgh with her huſband. She could not live there, without 
attending the court, She could not attend the court, without 
kiſſing the Empreſs's hand; a ceremony which the Houſe of 
Bourbon will not ſuffer, leſt it ſhould be conſtrued/ifits a public 
acknowledgement of the ſuperior An of Ruſſia. 


The Engliſh miniſter Fitzherbert, is an able man, but very 
unfit to rival Segur in point of manners and addreſs, being 
naturally cold and reſerved; whereas the other is inſinuating 
and artful, and goes about ſmiling to every body. He is a 
very good claſſical ſcholar; ſpeaks French to great perfection ; 
can ſay occaſionally ſmart and lively enough things, which is a 
_ uſeful and happy talent at the court of Peterſburgh ; and lives to 
the full as well as his ſalary and income will admit of, He has 
very wiſely reſolved' to take no concern in the internal politics of 
the country; and might do very well, did he take more pains to 
cultivate the Engliſh' intereſt with the natives, and were he not 
ſo vain of his own abilities, that he cannot bear to ſee any Eng- 


liſnman at Peterſburgh, who can rival him in the eſtimation, of 
the Ruſſians, | 
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Of the Conduct to be obſerved by G Great Britain to- 
„n Ruſſia. 


- 


Tun Side fac bee ene Vea pain 


The advantages, naval, military, and commercial, 
hich 4 thin country derives from a connection with us, ought to 
be clearly explained, ſo as to carry con viction to the meaneſt ca- 
pacity; but at the ſame time in ſo delicate a manner, chat their 
n at preſent ſo highly inflated, N not be hurt. 


It is certain, chat a very en, bee nf i commerce 


might be concluded between the two countries. But for ſome 
time paſt the Court of Peterſburgh has ſhown no inclination to 
be intimately connected with us, The tariff 1767 was tolerably 
favourable; but a new one was promulgated. anno 1782, of a 
very different nature. By it the mode of levying the cuſtoms 
was Changed from a duty by the weight or meaſure, to one ad 
valorem. Thus the duties upon cottons, and other Englith ma- 


nufactures, were doubled; and as the cuſtoms in general were 


raiſed to the rate of from 30 to 40 per cent. ad valorem, in many 
caſes it is tantamount to a prohibition; and, at any rate, 1s hardly 


. with any 0 extenſive conſumption. 


By ſuch impolitic regulations, Ruſſia loſes in au Aitkrent $ 


ways, It occaſions, 1, A conſiderable loſs of revenue; for the 
cuſtoms, 
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cuſtoms, upon moderate duties, would riſe conſiderably.——2, A 


loſs of circulation; for if the Ruſſian peaſants were tempted to 
| purchaſe goods by their abundance and cheapneſs, they would 
not be inclined to bury ſo much of the ſpecie of the country as 
they are accuſtomed to do at preſent. ——3. A loſs of commerce; 
for were our manufactures more liberally admitted, the Engliſh 
would ſearch the moſt diſtant provinces of the empire for conſu- 
mers, and in return would take many articles which are perfectly 
dead and uſeleſs at preſent, It was the wealth and capital of 
England which occaſioned the rapid progreſs of the Britiſh co- 
lonies in North America; and were Ruſſia wiſe, ſhe might ſe- 
cure a conſiderable ſhare of the ſame advantages for her diſtant 
and uncultivated provinces —4. A loſs of effective ſubjects; 
for the beſt mode of civilizing the wild Tartars, and her other 
barbarous ſubjects, and of rendering them uſeful, would be, 
to introduce and eſtabliſh commerce among them, which none 
but the Engliſh have either ſpirit or capital enough to at- 
tempt. 


Should a new treaty be entered into, it is indiſpenſably necef- 
ſary to have an exact equalization of alien duties in both coun- 
tries; for there is much danger of an increaſe of Ruſſian, and a 
decreaſe of Engliſh navigation and ſhipping, if it is negleQed. 
Alſo ſtrict laws againſt fraudulent bankruptcies, which are fre- 
quent in Ruſſia; together with eaſy means of recovering payment 
from the natives in the country, who are very dilatory and back- 
ward in diſcharging their debts, 


tha ſettling the terms of the treaty, it would be proper not to 
truſt implicitly to the information or opinions of the Britiſh fae- 
. for * profit ariſes from the exportation of Ruſſian com- 
modities 
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But our beſt chance of obtaining an 2 advantageous treaty 


of commerce with Ruſſia, is to prove that we can make our- 
ſelves independent of it, either by raifing at home the articles we 


draw from it, or procuring” them from other countries. The 


principal commodities that we ought to bave in view are, hemp, 
timber, iron, leather, and tallow. 5 | 
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Of theſe, hemp is the moſt ; imporrant, both on account t of the 
magnitude of its value, amounting to L. 400, ooo Sterling per annum, 
and becauſe without that article we are not an independent na- 


val power. It is ſurely impolitic to truſt entirely for naval ſtores 
to a nation, that has of late connected itſelf with France, and 


engaged in armed neutralities: nay, that imagines England dare 
not take any hoſtile ſtep againſt it, leſt by refuſing to ſupply 
us with naval ſtores, it ſhould annihilate the iti. Wa 


For . e 16 ee ma, we - could Ap our 
ſelves with hemp, I went to the Ukraine, the province where. it is 


principally raiſed; and I am fully convinced, that by public at- 
tention and encouragement, there would be no difficulty in ma- 

king ourſelves completely independent in regard to that i import- 
ant article, The ideas we entertain in England | regarding 
the cultivation of hemp, are very erroneous. Inſtead of ſee- 


ing miles of country, or even large fields covered with it, as 1 


was led to expect, I found that every peaſant, in proportion to 
his induſtry or his wealth, raiſed _ from five n twenty, or 


thirty 


45 ) 


thirty poods, in a ſmall ſpot or garden, near his houſe; nor did 1 
ſee, except at Kromy, 200 acres together, in the neighbourhood of 
any one village, or even town, in the whole country where it grows. 
Upon a calculation it is certain that from 60 to 70,000 acres 
would produce all the hemp that we require. In the Ukraine, 
they make uſe of the very fame ſport of ground without inter- 
"miſhon, to which they give two, three, or even four times as 
much manure as they beſtow on their arable land. But in Eng- 
land it might be introduced in the courſe of a rotation of crops, 
and would anſwer particularly well after graſs, The longeſt 
ſtalks grow fix feet high, and are the beſt for ſeed. But the ſhort- 
eſt produces the beſt hemp. It ſells on the ſpot at from 30 to 


120 copecks per pood, according to its quality. 100 copecks 
n 38. 69. "HO, and PO poods a tun. 


5 There 1s nothing that would more humble the pride of Ruſſia, 
chan our raiſing that article for ourſelves. If a bounty of 3os. 


per acre was given in Great Britain and Ireland, it would ſoon 
introduce the cultivation of it on a great ſcale; and the bounty 


might be gradually diminiſhed as it became leſs neceſſary, 
Some weak politicians would ſtartle at the expence it might oc- 
caſion; but little do they think of the enormous additional price 
that we pay for hemp, in time of war, which could not be the 
caſe were it raiſed in our own fields, and which would quickly 
reimburſe the expence of the bounty; nor do they conſider the 
riſk of having the operations of our fleet entirely crippled for 
the want' of that article, if it was either intercepted by the 
enemy, or if, in conſequence of any diſpute with Ruſſia, the ex- 
portation of it from that country was prohibited. We might en- 
courage indeed the cultivation of hemp in Poland and in Pruſſia, 
and procure from thence conſiderable quantities; but unleſs we 
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raiſe it among ourſelves, vue can. n — 
dependent in point of j ack ok 


| The other articles we draw. from Ruſſia « are of leſs, importance. 
Timber we might procure from Norway and Sweden, and from 
the other ſtates in the Baltic, or, were it neceſſary, even from 
North America, There is every reaſon to imagine chat we may 
ſoon be able to ſupply ourſelves with iron, from the diſco yeries 
daily made in regard to the making of .malleable iron with 
char d coal; and, at any rate, peat would anſwer as well as wood 


ſmell by which it is diſtinguiſhed, and which is found ſo de- 
ſtruQive to the inſect tribe, ariſing from a certain proportion of 
the pitch of the birch-tree being uſed in the manufacture. In 


regard to allow, it is only imported in ſuch quantities for the 


purpoſe of making hard ſoap.; but if by a wiſe alteration in the 


duty, ſoft ſoap had the balance caſt in its favour, oil anftead of 


tallow would then be conſumed, with which we might fupply 
ourſelves, greatly to the advantage of our Greenland, and even 
herring fiſheries, For in that event we would find ät beneficial 


to boil our herrings into oil, according to the, Swediſh practice : 


and ail; is the baſis of ſoft, as tallow is of hard ſoap. 


I am very ready to confeſs that commercial maſt e give 


way t to political views and intereſts, nor are ſome facrifices to be 


grudged in point of profit, could we ſecure Ruſſia in a fincere 
and hearty connection with this country, For diſtant as it is, its 


friendſhip is of the utmoſt importance, as it would always inſure 


an alliance either with the Emperor or with Pruſſia, with Sweden 


( 4+ ) 
or with Denmark; in ſhort ſo formidable a eee evi that 
France would never venture to attack us. 


In regard tothe idea, that Ruſſia wy be raiſed to ſuch a height, 
as to endanger the independence of Europe; powerful as it may 
become, yet, in theſe enlightened times, with a million 'of 
fighting men in Germany alone, no ſuch danger is to be feriouſ- 
ly apprehended. That, however, is an event in which we are leſs 
intereſted than the other European ſtates, ſince Ruſſia can never 


reach us, without treading on the necks of France and Germany, 
either of which, aſſiſted by us, might keep Ruſſia within proper 


bounds, and repel any 4hvaſion from that quarter, however for- 
midable; beſides, the greater that other nations are, of the 
leſs comparative importance muſt France become, our natural 
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Rosa is in thy pits of u enen auen its domi- 
nions being ſo placed, that they can hardly be attacked to 
ad vantage, and conſequently it is ſafe at home: and abroad it 
has the choice of allies; for it can play the game of Denmark 
againſt Sweden, the Emperor againſt Pruſſia, and France againſt 
England, or vice verſa, as may beſt ſuit its real or ſuppoſed in- 
tereſts, Being thus courted on all hands, it has eaſily contrived 
pal ir HS 1 Murg made with ers ge with- 
aut making hardly any return. 


What return, for inftzace, has England received, for its naval 
aſſiſtance againſt the Turks, for preventing its navy being cruſh- 
ed by the Houſe of Bourbon, and gaining, through the medium of 
Britiſh officers, the memorable battle of Cheſme ?—None. Nor will 
the Emperor gain more by his impolitic connection with that 
country, whoſe ambition, ingratitade, and ret. he will ſoon 
deſer vedly experience. 


The 
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The commercial advantages of the Empire are too well known 
to require being enumerated,. there being hardly any commodity 
of eſſential uſe that it does not furniſh within its own bounds ; 
and it produces a variety of articles, ſo neceſſary for other 
countries, that it is able to lay conſiderable duties, even upon 
their exportation. 


The body of the people alſo are hardy, brave, and docile, 
and peculiarly well calculated for filling the humbler ſtations of 
life, whether as ſoldiers or ſeamen, as huſbandmen or artiſans. 


The diſadvantages Ruſſia labours under are, — the miſeries of 

a deſpotic government, — the amazing luxury of the court and 
capital, — the idleneſs, inattention, and perhaps corruption of its 
miniſters, — the extent of its dominions, which renders it ſo diffi- 
cult to be governed, —the number of ſurrounding enemies, Who 
ſeparately are of little conſequence, but who might be formidable, 
were they to underſtand each other, and to make a joint attack, 
 — laſtly, the hazard of revolutions in a country ſo accuſtomed 
to them, and the ſtarting up of another Pugatchef, who, under 
the pretence of giving liberty to the n, might occaſion. the- 
6 of the Empire. 
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